	חַיֵּי שָׂרָה



Chayei Sarah

(life of Sarah)

	הברית  החדשה


HaB’rit HaChadashah

(the new covenant)

Yochanan [John] 2:1-11
We have selected this passage from the B’rit because it reminds us of the marriage of Yitzchak and Rivkah, which is in this Torah portion.

The Sign in Cana

Yochanan [John] 2:1-11

1  And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Yeshua was there; 

2  and Yeshua also was invited, and his disciples, to the marriage. 

3  And when the wine failed, the mother of Yeshua said to him, “They have no wine.” 

4  And Yeshua said to her, “Woman, what have I to do with you? My hour is not yet come.” 

5  His mother said to the servants, “Whatsoever He says to you, do it.” 

6  Now there were six water pots of stone set there after the Jews' manner of purifying, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 

7  Yeshua said to them, “Fill the water pots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 

8  And he said to them, “Draw out now, and take it to the ruler of the feast.”  And they took it. 

9  And when the ruler of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and knew not where it was (but the servants that had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the feast calls the bridegroom, 

10  and said to him, “Every man sets on first the good wine; and when men have drunk freely, then that which is worse; you have kept the good wine until now.” 

11  This beginning of his signs did Yeshua in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on him. 

There are a lot of good and valuable truths that can be brought out of this passage.  However, today we are interested in just a couple of those things that are very valuable to us in this day and in this time.

Let us reexamine the first verse.

1  And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Yeshua was there; 

Let us please remember that every tidbit of information that YHWH has caused to be included in the Scriptures is for our instruction and for our edification.  There is no useless piece of information in the Scriptures!  When we understand this, then all we need to do is to see it in the proper light to see what it is that He is telling us.

Please note that it states here “and the third day”.  Was this the third day of the week?  Or, was this the third day after something?  Or, was this the third day of the wedding?  We simply do not really know.  So why include this piece of information in the text if it is seemingly unrelated to anything in the text?
Let us consider this passage more fully shortly, but before we get to that, let us look at a couple of other verses as well.

2  and Yeshua also was invited, and his disciples, to the marriage. 

It is very important and instructive for us to notice who was invited to this wedding!  It was Yeshua and His disciples who were invited to this wedding.  Now that tells us a lot about what we need to know.  And when we see who was invited, then we begin to understand when it was, “the third day”, that Yeshua and His disciples were invited to the wedding day.
Now let us consider one other verse.

11  This beginning of his signs did Yeshua in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on him. 

Please note that this was the beginning of signs that Yeshua did.  With these verses in mind let us look at some other verses that will help us to understand what we are being taught here.

Hoshea [Hoshea] 6:1-2  
1  Come, and let us return to YHWH; for He has torn, and He will heal us; He has smitten, and He will bind us up. 

2  After two days will He revive us: on the third day He will raise us up, and we shall live before Him. 

YHWH through His prophet tells us that it will be on the third day that He will revive us.  He does not tell us the third day after what, just that it will be the third day.  There are two possible scenarios that could fit this prophecy.  However, as we outline those two possibilities, do not limit your thinking to only these two as there could be others that we just have not seen as yet.

The first one would be that YHWH is telling the people of the northern kingdom of Yisrael which consisted of ten tribes, that they would be torn and smitten by Him for two days, and after two days, sometime on the third day He will turn from tearing and smiting and bind up those wounds and heal us.  So when did He begin to tear us and to smite us?  Was it not from the very beginning of when Yeroboam changed the days of worship and the days of gathering to meet YHWH on His appointed days?

If this is what this is referring to, then we are near the end of the third day considering this passage.

Kepha Bet [2nd Peter] 3:8  
But forget not this one thing, beloved, that one day is with YHWH as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

And since it has been about 2900 years since Yeroboam, then we can see that we are at the end of the third day.  That is, if this is what YHWH is referring to in these verses.
The possible second alternative is that YHWH is referring to Mashiach.  It has been two full days (2000 years) since Mashiach and we are just beginning to enter into the third day since Mashiach came the first time.

And it is quite possible that both are referred to and both are applicable to what YHWH is saying through His prophet Hoshea.

YHWH continues through the prophet Hoshea.

Hoshea [Hoshea] 6:3  
And let us know, let us follow on to know YHWH; His going forth is sure as the morning; and He will come to us as the rain, as the latter rain that waters the earth. 

This is a very interesting passage to consider, for it actually tells us something with language that can only be properly understood according to the festival cycle.  This passage uses language that can be called festival language.  So what is the latter rain?
Devarim [Deuteronomy] 11:14  
that I will give the rain of your land in its season, the former rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, and your new wine, and your oil. 

The former rain or early rain or fall rain (depending on the translation you are using) comes in the months of September and October.  This was at the beginning of the growing season, thus its name.  The latter rain or the spring rain came in the months of March and April, which was at the end of the growing season.
The festival cycle was then often divided into the latter and former rain festivals; the latter rain festivals being in the spring and the former rain festivals being in the fall.
So, when YHWH through His prophet tells us that He will come to us as the latter rain, He is actually telling us when it was that He would come to us.  Now is it not interesting to note that Yeshua came and died for us during the time of the latter rain festivals?

And should we not expect Yeshua to return according to the festival cycle?  Please consider the following passage.

Matithyah [Matthew] 24:36  
"No one knows when that day or hour will come.  Even the messengers in heaven and the Son don't know.  Only the Father knows.” 

As a note of interest, the phrase “and the Son” does not appear in the oldest manuscripts.

But the phrase that is of greater interest to us in our present study is “No one knows when that day or hour will come.”  When we know and understand the festivals, and that they are a type and foreshadowing of things to come, then we can have a better understanding of prophecy.  In this case this phrase has strong connections to the festival Yom Teruah or Day of Sounding, also known as the Day of Trumpets and sometimes known as Rosh Hashanah (head of the year).  Because this is the only annual festival day that always falls on a Rosh Chodesh (new moon), it came to have associated with it some unique festival language.  

One of those phrases that came to be associated with this festival was “no man knows the day nor the hour” because this was typical of the sighting of the new moon.  While one can calculate it and have a pretty good idea of when it will be seen, there are still things like weather that may hinder its visibility, thereby not making it visible.  No man knows the day nor the hour that the new moon will be seen until it is seen!

Likewise, this is what Yeshua is telling us, while we can do all the calculations and have a really good idea of when His return will occur, the truth is, that until we see it, we just will not know for sure!

However, there may be another aspect that Yeshua is telling us in this passage as well.  Could He actually be telling us at what time of the year we can expect to see Him return; i.e., during the fall festival season and in particular the Feast of Trumpets, Yom Teruah?  I cannot say for certain, but one needs to know that this is a distinct possibility and why that is so.
You see, prophecy is written in kind of a cryptic code that can only be properly deciphered by the Ruach HaQodesh (Holy Spirit).  However, since we are all just fallible human beings (even those of us who are filled with His Spirit), we still have those times in which self rises up and gets in the way, making our spiritual vision and spiritual hearing not as acute as it should be.  So it seems prudent that as we study prophecy in particular, that we should be able to know and see different possible scenarios so that when the time comes we will not be surprised.  Whereas, if we just have one possible scenario that we are believing in and counting upon and if it is not just exactly right, will that cause us to falter in our faith?  I would hope not, but knowing how humans tend to be, there will be those that this very thing happens to.  So, as I study and then pass on to you the reader what I find, I will pass on information that I see as a possibility.  Some of it will surely be more probable than others, but what I am trying to do is to arm you with as much information as possible.  That way, no matter how this all comes to pass, your faith will not falter.

So in this Brit portion of our study today, I see that Yeshua may have been telling us that it will be upon the third day that He and His bride are brought together in the wedding feast of the Lamb.  Whether that will be at the end of that day or at the beginning of that day no one knows for sure.  So we need to be ready for either way, so that we can run the race set before us with endurance so that we will be able to finish the race and have eternal life in the olam haba (world to come).

ABBA YHWH, please increase our knowledge and understanding of what it is that You are doing in our day and in our time so that we can walk uprightly before You always; in the Name of Yeshua our Mashiach, Amein. 
Shabbat Shalom
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